
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF 

CHILTHORNE DOMER PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 14 SEPTEMBER 2017 

 IN CHILTHORNE DOMER VILLAGE HALL
PRESENT:               

Mr P Rowsell, Chairman

Mrs J Ferguson





Mr N Preston



Mr M Batstone
Mr K Woodman


Mr H Tasker
Mr J Hinds



Mrs I Meecham (Clerk)

Mrs J Roundell Greene (SSDC)
Mr J Williams (SCC)
Five members of the public
OPEN SESSION – Several members of the public raised matters regarding the development of land off Vagg Lane and backing onto Little Sammons. It was pointed out that the development site was some 2’ higher than the ground level in the gardens of the many of the properties in Little Sammons, there was some worry regarding flooding from run-off on the site. There was also some discussion regarding the boundary hedge between Little Sammons and the development which is shown as being retained. One resident pointed out that the plan for the site omitted the oak tree planted in the hedge of his property. It was pointed out that the proposed pedestrian access path was currently overgrown and impassable.
The Council agreed to consider all these matters when considering the planning application.

The problem of multiple car ownership and parking problems in Little Sammons was also raised. The Council informed the parishioners that it had no control over the number of vehicles being parked and had tried, without success, many times to improve the situation. 

69. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – None
70. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – None
71. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING: The minutes were agreed and signed. 
72. COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
Mr Williams told the Council that there was currently SCC consultation on the future of the Library Service and urged those interested to take part. There will be a SID in place at Halfway for two weeks.

The Council discussed the briefing document from the meeting that Mr Williams had had with Somerset Highways regarding Tintinhull Road. The Council told Mr Williams that they were astounded by Somerset Highways assertion that the traffic speeds were too high for build outs and that the only traffic calming measure being offered was enhancement of the 30mph signage, vegetation clearance at the four crossways at the Carpenter’s Arms and tactile paving on the (non existent) pedestrian crossing. With no other choice the Council decided to accept these improvement under the SIS and then ask for traffic speeds to be measured again to measure any lessening in speed.
73. DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT – Mrs Roundell Greene told the meeting that the Boundary Commission has agreed to the retention of 60 councillors and are asking for proposals to ‘even out’ the number of ward members. St Michaels ward currently has 12% more residents than the mean.
Transformation at SSDC is currently ongoing with the first changes due to begin in January. There is a need to save £6m over the coming years and SSDC has been investigating various methods to achieve this including loss of staff, positive changes and income generation.

Mrs Roundell Greene is attending a meeting of the Waste Board later this week.
74. COMMUNITY SAFETY & POLICE MATTERS- None
75. FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) Receipts – minor interest payment.
b) Payments – the following payments were agreed: Clerks Salary, HMRC, Grant Thornton Auditors £120
c) Closure of Audit. The Clerk told the Council that the Auditor had picked up that the Audit had been incorrectly advertised by one day.

d) Risk assessment –Mr Tasker has inspected the fixed assets throughout the village. There are some brackets missing on the downpipe at the bus shelter in Tintinhull Road. The other shelter and noticeboards are all in good condition. The railings at the Church are starting to show signs of rust and will require attention in the future.
76. PLANNING MATTERS
Applications: 
17/03232/FUL Land OS2800 Chilthorne Hill, Chilthorne Domer – Erection of an Agricultural Building – no objections

17/02659/OUT Outline application for residential development of a maximum of 28 No. dwellings (incorporating access) and associated open space, footpath links, drainage infrastructure and highway works – Land west of Vagg Lane, Chilthorne Domer – Amended application.
Decisions: 
Enforcement:
Consultation on Potential Leisure S106 Planning Obligations. The Clerk informed the Council that SSDC had confirmed that they will be requesting contributions from the developer of Vagg Lane towards Little Sammons play area and the playing pitches at the Recreation Trust.
77. CLERKS REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE
a) Electoral review of South Somerset. This was discussed during the District Councillors Report and Councillors were encouraged to give their views.
78. TRANSPARENCY CODE – It was agreed to defer this until the new clerk was in place.
79. DOG BIN – The Community Church have kindly offered to install the new dog bins. Clerk to contact SSDC to arrange collection from the bins following installation.
80. BUS SHELTER, TINTINHULL ROAD – Mr Melvin confirmed that another coat of paint is required.
81. HIGHWAY MATTERS
a) The Kings Hill road sign at the top of Kings Hill has been damaged. Clerk to report to SSDC.
b) The hedge on Kings Hill has been cut back.

c) There were some comments regarding the Herris fencing that has been placed on Chilthorne Hill. The Council felt these panels were incongruous in the lane and also obstructed a very useful passing place although they did understand the reason they were put in place. Clerk to write to Mr Simon asking him to kindly remove them.
82. VILLAGE HALL – Nothing to report
83. RECREATION TRUST – Several members of the Council attending the site meeting with Diane Layzell from SSDC and members of the Trust to consider the request for an easement by The Hive into the sewer running from the Clubhouse to Main Street. Following some discussion the Council voted by a majority vote to refuse the request.
Members of the public were requested to leave the meeting.

84. PARISH CLERK AND GRATUITY
The Clerk told the Council that she had sought advice from SALC regarding payment of her gratuity as per her contract. SALC has in turn referred the matter to NALC and the Clerk is awaiting their views. It was agreed to pay the gratuity once opinion from NALC has been received.

The Clerk left the meeting.

The Council agreed to offer the position to Miss Meecham, with the same salary as the retiring clerk, to be reviewed in the new year. Mr Rowsell to write to both applicants.
85. ANY OTHER URGENT MATTERS – none.
NEXT MEETING – October 5th, November 2nd
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting.

